
SOX Section 404 Compliance
For Smaller Biotech, Pharmaceutical 

and Life Science Companies

1 2 3
4 5

6
7

8 9 10

Presented by: Bob Benoit



Big Picture

IT Controls

Effectiveness

Of Controls

Design of

Controls

Accounting

Standards

COSO

Mapping

Risk

Assessment

Framework

Timeline

Team

SOX

404



What is Section 404?

ÅSarbanes-Oxley Act

ÅPCOAB Auditing Standards

ÅSEC Standards

ÅAICPA Standards

ÅCoBIT

ÅCOSO

ÅSmall COSO



Line Up Your Team

ÅInternal 

ÅExternal 

ÅOutside Auditors

ÅManagement

ÅUpper Management

ÅAudit Committee
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Timeline
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PITFALLS to Avoid

Costs Exceed the Benefits


